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CONTENT:  
Ernst Leitz II's famous statement: ‘I hereby decide: The risk is taken!’ was followed in 1925 at 
the Leipzig Spring Fair by the first “small film camera”, designed by Oskar Barnack. This was 
soon followed by a whole series of high-quality interchangeable lenses and a mixed-image 
viewfinder. Leica became a household name in the world!  
 
And for decades, the road seemed to go only uphill. Holger Sparr tells this story, but also deals 
with the years of pressure and the decline of a brand that then, from around 2006, returned to 
the road to success and managed to catch up with high-quality digital products. Today, the SL 
system and the Q series are the backbone of the success of the screw-mount Leicas and the 
M system.  
 
A wonderful anniversary volume, and a must-have for every Leica fan! 
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