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CONTENT: 
When the R4 was launched in 1961 as the first front-wheel drive family car by Renault it was 
considered a robust construction at a reasonable price. Technically it was ahead of its time: 
in 1970 it already possessed a brake power regulator and passengers could enjoy 
continuously adjustable chair-backs. Those were innovations not even offered by cars which 
were sold at considerably higher prices. Its versatility (you could easily turn the R 4 into a 
transporter) along with low maintenance costs made it the favorite vehicle for craftsmen and 
builders as well as dropouts and students who weren’t willing to spend too much money on a 
reliable vehicle for every-day use. 
 
The author has compiled an amusing and fact filled model history of this popular car and its 
particular appearance. Lots of contemporary photographs will bring back memories to all 
Renault R 4 enthusiasts alike.  
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